6                          INTERVIEWING JAPAN
"Of course I am giving you an estimate on
equipment for a simple funeral which culminates
in cremation. Moreover, such equipment is sim-
plified and more or less non-sectarian though
mainly Buddhist. Country funerals and strictly
Shinto funerals,, of which there are now less than
one per cent of the latter, are different. Most
Shinto funerals are now held in the vicinity of the
Ise Shrines.
Cremation is the general rule in all big cities of
Japan, and less than one per cent of those who
died last year in Tokyo were interred. Interment
is allowed now only in cemeteries of a certain si2e.
In Tokyo there are only a few city-owned ceme-
teries where a body can be buried. Contrary to
trends abroad, in Japan the dead are never re-
moved from the family home until the firne for
their disposal. According to Tokyo lawtf, the
body must not be disposed of for at least twenty-
four hours after death. No autopsy is required
even in case of sudden death unless the question
of character is involved at which time a police
surgeon tends to the matter* However, in event
that death is the result of a contagious disease,
not even the undertaker is allowed access.to the
body.
"Then I just,deliver the coffin and the physi-